REC: Form for the Review of Research Proposals with Low or No Risk to Participants
(Research Ethics Committee of the National Bank of Slovakia)


Before completing the form, please familiarize yourself thoroughly with the provisions governing the submission of proposals. Most applications are rejected by the Committee due to missing information that is explicitly required by those provisions.

Contact Details and Project Identification

Email *

First name and last name (corresponding / lead author of the project), including academic titles

Phone number

Project title

Name of the institution in which the project is conducted (if conducted within an institution), or affiliation

Project identification number
(Number stated in an existing REC decision, if this is a revision of a previously rejected project or an amendment to a previously approved project. Leave blank for a completely new project.)


Study Description
Study description: (1) objective, (2) methodology, and (3) procedures.
The description must be sufficiently detailed to allow assessment of the potential impact of the methods and procedures on participants.
For qualitative research, at minimum provide the overarching themes and research questions; for quantitative research, provide a description of the main variables to be collected.
The authors should provide the questions (even if still preliminary) directly. If this is not possible, the authors need to explain why and then  include references to relevant research (especially research using similar methodologies).

Is experimental manipulation used in the research? If yes, briefly describe it.

Is deception of participants used in the research? If yes, describe the nature of the deception and justify its use.

How was the sample size determined, and what is the expected sample size?

Under what circumstances will data collection for the research be suspended or terminated (e.g. data collection limited to a single experiment session, interview, or focus group); and under what circumstances will the entire research project be suspended or terminated?

How will participants’ personal data be handled?

How will the protection of research participants’ data be ensured?

What is the source of funding for the project?

How will research participants be recruited?


Informed Consent
Insert the full text of the informed consent presented to research participants.
The informed consent should include the following elements:
· Description of the purpose of the research.
· Description of the tasks the respondent will perform and the approximate duration of participation.
· Description of the risks to the participant.
· Statement that participation is voluntary and that the participant may withdraw at any time.
· Information about the possibility to ask questions before, during, and after the research.
· Description of how privacy will be protected, how data confidentiality will be ensured, and how data may be shared (including potential commercial use).


Debriefing
If deception is used in the research or if the purpose of the research is not fully described in advance, participants must be truthfully informed about the nature of the deception or the purpose of the research no later than after the completion of the research.

Provide the full text (in English and Slovak language) of the debriefing, the manner in which it will be conducted, and the procedure for excluding responses from participants who subsequently do not consent to participation.


Handling of Collected Data
Select one option:
· The data will not be published; anonymized data may be provided for verification purposes.
· Anonymized data may be provided for non-commercial research.
· Anonymized data may be provided for commercial research.
· Anonymized data may be published.




Declaration on Honour
I hereby declare on my honour that all information provided in this form is true. I further declare the following:
1. This research will not be conducted with particularly vulnerable groups, including children and adolescents under the age of 15, individuals with limited decision-making capacity, pregnant and breastfeeding women, prisoners, or individuals from less developed communities.
2. This research involves only minimal or no risk to participants, comparable to the risk that may be encountered during routine office work or in educational settings.
3. All respondents will be offered, no later than after the completion of the research, the opportunity to obtain information about the objectives of the research and to ask additional questions about the research in which they participated. If deception was used in the research, participants must be informed, no later than after the completion of the research, about the nature of such deception.
4. This research will be conducted in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council (General Data Protection Regulation) and with applicable personal data protection legislation of the Slovak Republic, where data subject to these regulations are collected during the research. The research will also be conducted in compliance with the legal order of the Slovak Republic, which may establish rules governing research, data collection, and cooperation with research participants.
5. Data obtained from this research will be anonymous (i.e. in a form that does not allow identification of individuals who participated in the research). Data may be collected as anonymous data or anonymized after completion of the research.

Confirm the declaration by typing your name here *


The REC issues decisions electronically in English.
If your requirements regarding the decision differ, please specify them here (e.g. request for confirmation of submission or for a decision in the Slovak language).
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